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Nest box 
program

Safe retention of       
dead trees

Protection of birds 
during tree care

Partnerships with shared values and goals



A Wildlife Photographer’s Journal of a 
Dying Tree, written by Gillian, was the 
centerfold of the recent edition of 
Western Arborist magazine.  It uses 
photos take by Peggy Honda at Mason 
Park over the period of about a year.

Check it out on: 
CavityConservation.com
Open the Resources tab on the menu 
bar and scroll down to find it.

This is a good resource to share with 
rangers, golf course superintendents, 
and cemetery managers. 



Wild Hope Magazine is a publication that 
spotlights individuals and groups that are 
taking actions that benefit wildlife across 
the planet.

Its editor asked Gillian to write an article 
on how the Tree Care for Birds and other 
Wildlife program was formed and to 
describe the work it is doing.

The article was recently published in this 
issue.



Here is a new resource for monitors 
to share with property managers:

What Trees Makes a Good Snag in 
the Urban Landscape.

It is also under the Resources tab on 
the CCI website.



Gillian did virtual presentations on the 
habitat value of dead trees to:

• The California Council for 
Wildlife Rehabilitators Annual 
Symposium

• Central New York Chapter of 
Wild Ones

• San Clemente Garden Club



Gillian and Trude Hurd met 
with Orange County Parks 
leaders and Resource 
Specialists to discuss how Sea 
and Sage Audubon, the CCI 
and TCBW program can assist 
them with public outreach on 
trees, birds, other wildlife.  
We offered many ideas and 
resources to enhance their 
existing programs.



The revised edition of the TCBW 
Best Management practices is now 
posted on: 
TreeCareforBirds.com.  

These BMP now include guidance 
for NV, AZ and HI, in addition to CA.

The TCBW Committee has started 
discussions with the International 
Society of Arboriculture about 
possibly creating a wildlife BMP for 
their global membership.



Lara Tseng thanks the SCBC and all 
monitors who supported her scientific 
study and contributed data to her 
research on bluebird consumption of 
eggshells.

Lara’s manuscript has been peer-
reviewed and published in the Journal 
of Emerging Investigators.

This is a remarkable accomplishment 
for a 14 year-old.



Lara is now a freshman at CSLA.  
She received all As in her summer and first semester classes.



Ornithologist and author Jon Dunn, and Gillian took Lara to the San Diego Natural 
History Museum to spend the day with curator, Phil Unitt, who showed Lara many 
bird skins and taught her how species and subspecies are differentiated.  Here Lara 
learned about the species and subspecies of bluebirds (among other species).  Six 
subspecies of the Western Bluebird are now recognized. Variation is found within 
each breeding population.



Phil showed Lara the skeleton of a crow so she could learn about each bird bone, 
how they fit together and where feathers, ligaments and muschles are attached.



Lara also learned how to prepare a taxidermy specimen from start to finish.            
A Cooper’s Hawk was used.



Lara ultimately hopes to specialize in 
research on Dunlins.  

Here Phil shows her one of many ‘skin trays’ 
of this family of birds.  

Lara loved seeing the baby Dunlins.



Several trays of extinct species were also shown.  Gillian was particularly interested 
in the Ivory-billed Woodpecker shown by the blue arrows at the upper left. 



Thank you all, and thank 
you for what you do for 
bluebirds.

I hope to be able to 
attend our next meeting 
virually.

Please stay safe.

Gillian Martin


